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	CENELEC

	CENELEC, the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization, was created in 1973 as a result of the merger of two previous European organizations: CENELCOM and CENEL.  Nowadays, CENELEC is a non-profit technical organization set up under Belgian law and composed of the National Electrotechnical Committees of 28 European countries.  In addition, 7 National Committees from Central and Eastern Europe are participating in CENELEC work with an Affiliate status.  Their ultimate goal as affiliates is gaining full membership to CENELEC standardization activities.  CENELEC operates under the same internal regulations as CEN (the European Committee for Standardization); therefore, the process of developing European Standards within CENELEC is the same as within CEN.

CENELEC’s mission is to prepare voluntary electrotechnical standards that help develop the Single European Market/European Economic Area for electrical and electronic goods and services removing barriers to trade, creating new markets and cutting compliance costs.

CENELEC committees are not generally open to bodies outside of Europe.  U S parties may formally request meetings with the chairs of CENELEC technical committees via ANSI’s USNC/IEC.  ISO and IEC may also nominate representatives to participate in CENELEC committees when there are related working proceedings at both the European and the international levels. 

The process by which CENELEC standards are offered to the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) for possible international standardization is established in the Dresden Agreement.  This Agreement is similar to the CEN/ISO Vienna Agreement.  It comprises a chapter on the common planning of work, whereby each new work item identified at the European level can be offered to IEC provided the work can be completed in a defined time period, and a chapter on parallel voting procedures, providing for simultaneous publication of identical standards.  This Agreement also guarantees that any standard already ratified by CENELEC will be automatically offered to the IEC for possible acceptance at the international level.  

	
	

	Dresden Agreement
	The Dresden Agreement went into effect in September 1996 and superseded the Lugano Agreement of 1991.  It gives IEC the “Right of First Refusal” for work proposed in CENELEC.  When planning new work, CENELEC will first offer the work to IEC.  If  IEC accepts the new work item then CENELEC will cease working on the project within Europe.  If IEC is not interested in the work item, CENELEC will then undertake the standards development.  In such situations, IEC will be kept informed of progress and its non-European members will have the opportunity to comment at the CENELEC public enquiry stage.  Final drafts will, in every case, be offered to the IEC as Committee Drafts for Vote (CDVs), although the final decision on the content of the EN must remain with CENELEC.



	
	

	Harmonization
	Some 66% of CENELEC standards are identical to IEC standards and, in overall terms, 75% of CENELEC standards are identical to or based on IEC standards.

An IEC/CENELEC Management Coordination Group, consisting of representatives of both organizations, has been established to monitor and manage the operation of the Dresden Agreement and to deal with any problems that may arise.  The Group usually meets annually at the IEC General Meeting. The USNC/IEC President is a member of the IEC/CENELEC MCG.
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	This document is publicly available.  
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